
 

Trista Adams and Brittany 

Burdette won first place at the  

Future Educators Association 

Fall Leadership and State 

Competition. The girls com-

posed a sixty second Public 

Service Announcement 

ñdesigned to elevate the im-

age of teaching.ò According 

to the FEA guidelines the 

PSA was scored on both con-

tent and creativity.   

Trista and Brittany will be 

attending the 23rd annual 

Future Educators Association 

National Conference in Balti-

more, Maryland in February. 

Take a moment to watch the 

first place entry at the follow-

ing link: www.roane-

jacksontechnicalcenter.com/

activities/fea.htm  

Roane-Jackson Technical 

Center continues to  enjoy 

success this fall as students 

continue to win honors in 

state competitions. 

For the fifth consecutive year 

RJTC won first place at the 

Cedar Lakes Winterfest of 

Lights competition. The 

yearly project is the very 

epitome of crossð curricular 

collaboration with five classes  

working toward the common 

goal.  Students from CAD, 

Welding, Auto Collision, 

Electronics and Child Devel-

opment were instrumental in 

bringing home the $1000 first 

prize reward.  

2011  

Winterfest  

Entry 

A collaborative 

effort by sev-

eral CTE con-

centrations.  

RJTC Students Take Top Honors 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

Forestry 

Feature  

2 

Forestry 

Feature  

3 

Winterfest  

 

4 

Aerospace  

Presentation  

4 

FEA Confer-

ence 

4 

Pro Start  5 

Students of 

the Month  

5 

Auto Collision 

Welding 
5 

Tech Talk 
D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 1  

Dates To Remember:  

12/20 Administra-

tive Council  

12/22 IS          

No Students  

12/23-1/2   

Christmas Break  

 1-12 End of 

First Semester  

1/16 Martin  

Luther King 

Holiday  

1/17               

Administrative 

Council  

May the spirit of 

the season warm 

your heart. 

Merry Christmas 

from the staff and 

faculty of RJTC! 

Front: Lea Ann Puckett, Donita Young, Joyce White. Row 2: Monica Gibson, Stacy Parsons, 
Robin Lance, Debbie Cline, Bobbi Board, Lynette Caplinger, Director Ben Cummings. Row 3: 

Mark Webb, Debbie Totten, Jeff James, Doug Schutt, Melissa Kuhl, Vince Tolley, Michele 

Ellis. Row 4: John Fichtner, Rick Cheuvont, Don Sheppard, Lawton Sharp, Assistant Director-
Todd Layhew, and Terry Gump.  

Trista Adams and Brittany Burdette 
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Monarch Butterfly release  

Forestry and Grounds Maintenance 
Students interested in working 

in the wood products industry 

as loggers, lumber graders, 

sawmill workers, timber buy-

ers, and other wood product 

careers will benefit from the 

Forestry Program.  

Training in the areas of wildlife 

management, forestland man-

agement and protection, and 

conservation and environ-

mental services is provided. 

Students who successfully 

complete this program may 

become Certified Loggers. 

Special emphasis is placed on 

safety in all areas. Students 

have first hand experience 

provided through field trips 

and contracts with industry 

professionals.  

The Grounds Maintenance 

Program is a one year program 

that offers students instruction 

in a variety of areas including: 

lawn development and mainte-

nance, operation and mainte-

nance of various power tools, 

flower and shrub propagation, 

nature trail work, and stream 

monitoring. Students are of-

fered several field trip oppor-

tunities and also complete 

community service projects.  

This year students have com-

pleted a butterfly release pro-

ject, an Adopt-A-Highway 

service project and two field 

trips. In addition, they have 

studied foods found in nature 

and worked on the nature trail 

behind the center.  
òHeaven is 

under our feet 

as well as over 

our heads.ó 

-Henry David 

Thoreau 

 

T E C H  T A L K  

 Front: Jeremiah Carter, Jonathan Farley. Row 2: Ashley Harper, Jesse Counts, Dwight Nicholson, Preston Baldwin, Kyle Myers, 
Cody Westfall. Row 3: John Fichtner, Brandon Cottrell, Brandon Pauley, Brenden Reynolds, AJ Summerfield, Luke Mahan  

Front: Brad Hickman, Cody  Joyce, Steven Burdette. Back: Cole Prunty, Corey Wiseman, David Booher, Travis Kay, 
and Roy Dennis.  

A Painted Lady awaits her re-
lease. 

Monarch Caterpillars, ready to 
harvest. 



Butterfly Project 
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Adopt-A-

Highway      

Community  

Service 

nursery and given a brief history 

of tree species in West Virginia. 

The classes were also given 

several seedlings to plant on the 

nature trails at RJTC. 

 One major goal of the nursery 

is to repopulate the state with a 

blight resistant American chest-

nut tree, which was nearly 

wiped out by disease in the 

1920s. In addition to the Ameri-

December 1, Mr. Fichtnerõs 

students visited Clements State 

Tree Nursery, located in West 

Columbia, just north of Point 

Pleasant, West Virginia.  It is 

the only forest tree nursery 

owned and operated by the 

West Virginia Division of For-

estry.  

During the field trip, students 

were taken on a tour of the 

can chestnut, the nursery also 

produces hardwood seedlings 

such as hickory, walnut and 

oak.  They also provide seed-

lings to most Christmas tree 

farms in West Virginia.  

Anyone interested in purchas-

ing seedlings from the nursery 

may contact the nursery at: 

Clements State Tree Nursery 

304-675-1820. 

of wood products. In addition to 

building material products, the 

company deals in real estate, 

consulting, cellulose fibers and 

timberlands. For more informa-

tion on the company, visit their 

website at: 

www.weyerhaeuser.com.  

On September 27 the Forestry 

and Grounds Maintenance 

classes went to Flatwoods, WV 

to visit the Weyerhaeuser Com-

pany. Weyerhaeuser is a world-

wide company and produces a 

variety of wood products.  Stu-

dents were given a tour of the 

facility which produces oriented 

strand board.  

The Weyerhaeuser Company 

has a commitment to environ-

mentally responsible production 

Weyerhaeuser  

Clements State Tree Nursery  

Above: Forestry students at 

Clements State Tree Nursery.  

òWeyerhaeuser 

releases the 

potential in trees 

to solve 

important 

problems for 

people and the 

planet.ó 

http://www.weyerhaeuser.com/ 

In September, Forestry and 

Grounds Maintenance students 

worked on a project raising but-

terflies for release. They raised 

two species, Monarch and Painted 

Ladies. Each caterpillar formed a 

chrysalis which was carefully at-

tached to a tree branch and cov-

ered with a tented net. Approxi-

mately ten days later the insects 

had transformed and were ready 

for release. Students learned first 

hand as they watched the cycle 

of metamorphosis unfold each 

day in the classroom the interrelationship between the envi-

ronment and insects.  

Painted Lady The Monarch 

Grounds Maintenance students 
pose with captive butterflies 

before release. 

Students pose with safety gear during 
a tour of the Weyerhaeuser facility. 

Above: Forestry students working on 
the Adopt ïA-Highway litter cleanup 

community service project.  

Below: Grounds Maintenance keeping 
WV Rt. 33 beautiful.  

Above: Forestry students pose with guest speaker 
Joel Bukenya from Uganda.  
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Below: Students from 

several CTE areas col-

laborate to complete 

the Winterfest display.  

Aerospace Presentations in Math and CAD 

FEA Fall Leadership and State Competition 

Cedar Lakes Winterfest of Lights Competition  
Roane-Jackson Technical 

Center students competed in 

the 8th annual Cedar Lakes 

Winterfest of Lights Com-

petition. The state-wide 

competition is for students 

enrolled in Career and 

Technical Education pro-

grams and the displays are 

judged on the quality of 

construction, creativity, 

animation, theme, and 

documentation.  RJTC took 

1st place with their Moun-

tain State Arts and Crafts 

Fair Poinsettia display, re-

ceiving $1000. Students 

from Mr. Sheppardôs draft-

ing program designed the 

poinsettia, set in a flower 

pot bearing the Mountain 

State Arts and Crafts Fair 

logo. The display is ap-

proximately 8 feet tall and 4 

feet wide. The wireframe 

display was constructed by 

Mr. Cheuvrontôs welding 

students, and painted by 

Mr. Hagerôs auto refinish-

ing students. Rope lights 

were used to outline the 

poinsettia and flower pot, 

and LED mini lights were 

used to create the Fairôs 

logo.  Mr. Gumpôs electr- 
onics students took care of 

all of the electrical connec-

tions, soldering, and splices.  

In addition to the poinsettia, 

students also repaired the 

Centerôs 2009 display, the 

Mega Christmas Tree, and 

drafting students along with 

Mrs. Durstôs Child Devel-

opment students updated 

the programming for the 

radio station.  Winterfest, 

which runs from November 

22, 2011 through January 2, 

2012, is free and open to the 

public nightly 6-9 pm. 

RJTC students.  The two officers 

conducted three workshops where 

participants learned how their 

high school Child Development 

Specialist class is preparing them 

for a career in the field of Educa-

tion. Each of the students who 

attended participated in one area 

of competition. Following is a list 

of students who attended and the 

category in which they prepared 

entries in competition:   
Maegan Dalrymple ï Lesson Plan and 

Delivery 

Judy Blosser ï Impromptu Speaking 

The 2011 Future Educators As-

sociation Fall Leadership and 

State Competition was held at 

Stonewall Resort in November.  

Roane-Jackson Technical Center 

was represented by two students 

from the Child Development 

class holding the highest offices 

of State President and Vice 

President. Maegan Dalrymple 

serves as President and Emily 

Shamblin serves as Vice Presi-

dent: both are from Ripley High 

School. They attended the con-

ference along with eight other 

Emmie Carpenter ï Essay 

Tasha Hackney ï Essay 

Sara Taylor ï Job Application, 2nd 

PLACE 

Emily Shamblin ï Impromptu 

Speaking, 2nd PLACE 

Samantha Lucas & Kelsi Powell ï 

PSA 2nd PLACE 

Trista Adams & Brittney Burdette 

ï PSA 1st PLACE 

area of a wing influences 

the amount of lift needed.  

Additionally, Algebra II 

and Conceptual Math stu-

dents explored the lift for-

mula using the computer 

simulation.   

Mr. Sheppardôs CAD 

classes explored the physics 

of flight with Alek on Octo-

ber 12.  After a presentation 

on how Newton's Laws of 

Motion and Bernoulli's 

Principle affect flight, student 

teams designed an airfoil 

shape using AutoCAD soft-

ware.  The teams shaped styro-

foam blocks to match their 

design and tested each airfoil 

in a portable wind tunnel.  The 

wind tunnelôs real time analy-

sis software provided lift and 

drag data to see which teamôs  

airfoil performed best.  

Aleksander Marthinussen, 

Aerospace Education Coor-

dinator from the Mid-

Atlantic Aerospace Com-

plex in Bridgeport, WV 

visited RJTC recently.  On 

October 11, he discussed 

some of the many ways 

algebra and geometry is 

used in aeronautics with 

students in Miss Kuhlôs 

math classes.  Using com-

puter simulations, Geome-

try students saw how the 

Alek speaking with Conceptual Math students while 
they work on the computer simulation.  


